obstacles thus described, the transfer of real property is still
saddled with many of them, and their removal, PO far as legisla-
tion may justly oiled it, can safely he laid down as the
condition necessary that land may attractt capital. Tho more
prominent of these obstacles are the coparcenary ri^ht of pre-
emption ; the recording the peeuliar customs of each village in
the settlement adinlmstratlou paper, with a view to settle all
questions reo'avdino; veal property arising within the community
by its provisions^ and thus indefinitely prolong the existing
state of things' and the concession of rights of occupancy
to cultivators.

Coparcenary properly in itself is a i^reat drawback 1o its
transfer; and indeed, when we consider that an estate held in
shares, the land of which is not divided, must fust/ he divided
before a man can sell his ^hare,, and that afterwards the right of
pre-emption pertains to the shareholders, there is at once a most
formidable obstacle raised. The nature of the shares hi some
estates held in common renders division almost impossible. We
have seen a statement of shares in which fractions were used to
express them smaller than tho eight millionth part of a rupee,
and the profits which the rupee represented altogether amounted"
only to Us. 1^000 annually. Absurd as this sounds it is a fact
and can be vended by the records of the settlement now under
progress in OutUi.*" Now, capital is a skittish thing, and it com-
mands great interest in this country ; and though the excellent
security which land gives is a great attraction, still if such diffi-
culties are thrown in the way of its transfer capital will not
come forward. The ordinary partition of an estate is a very
troublesome process ; and, though the legislature has wisely
ordered that any coparcener who wishes to separate his portion
can have it done, and thus establish his right over an actual
piece of land, yet the division is necessarily entrusted to
the fiscal odicers, and they have a reluctance to enter on the
process, both on account of the trouble it gives in itself, and of
that which it entails as a consequence by multiplying the
He venue accounts. Moreover government discourages abso-
lute partition e as imperfect partition keeps the community
e together and preserves to them the right of pre-emption/1
But without sacrificing individual rights., which must be kept
sacred, it appears to us that small properties can only become
large ones by affording facilities for the transfer of land. And
there can be no doubt that a piece of land, belonging to a single
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